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Here is a keyboard diagram showing the white keys of the piano keyboard and their location on the 
Grand Staff : 


Trademark 


ВАВА 
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Notice that the number of leger lines needed to locate the pitches of the piano on the Grand Stafi 
increase towards the ends of the keyboard. 


To make it easier to read music 15 often written with the symbol 8va instead ot the exact number of 
leger Блез. 


Вуа means "octave" "Octave" comes fromthe Latin word “octava” meaning “eighth” An octave is the 
same letter eight letters to the left or right of the original: 


A BC DE F С А В С DE FG AB C D EF G A B C 
T T T 


' 


octave original octave 


8va written above & note means to play the note with the same letter name an octave higher: 


Written: Played: 
8va 


Bva a basso means to play the note with the same letter name an octave lower: 


Written: Played: 


8уа a basso 


" 2 вта means two octaves higher: 2 8va a basso means two octaves lower. 
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In music ап imterval is defined аз the distance (in terms ої pitch) between two notes. 


The smallest interval оп the piano keyboard is the half-step:a halí-step is defined аз the interval 
between two adjoining notes: | 


half- half- half- 
step step step 


Two half-steps equal one whele-step: 


whole- whole — whole — 
step step step 


Musical symbols which alter the letter names of notes are called accidentals. 


Here is a chart which explains the symbols used for accidentals: 


raises pitch 
а half-step 


lowers pitch 
а half-step 


й Double- Sharp 
Double- Flat 


НЫ 


raises pitch two 
half- steps, or 
one whole- step 


lowers pitch two 


half- steps or 
one whole- step 


cancels a sharp 
or a flat 


Major Scales. 


The musical alphabet is a continuum, repeating endlessly the first’ sevén letters of the English 
language alphabet: 


A B C D E F С А В С DE FG А BC D Е Е GA --- etc. 


A scale is a series of tones in an organized sequence. 


A major scale is an eight-letter sequence of the musical “alphabet: 


The first letter of the major scale is called the tonic mete, ог keynote: the last letter of the major 
scale is the same as the keynote but is called the octave. 


Ex. C major scale 


T D E F G А B ç 


Keynote š | Octave 


The tones of the major scale can be numbered: 


C р Е Е 6 А B c 
1. 2. 8. 4. 


Тһе numbers referring to the (опез ої а major scale аге called scale degrees. 


The musical relationships between the tones oí a major scale can be expressed by means of whole- 
steps(abbreviated W) and half-steps (abbreviated Н): 


ҚУАТАТАТАТАТА 2 


Неге is the C major scale shown оп а keyboard diagram: 


ШІ 


С major scale — B C 
| | 


= — 0 


Scale degrees = 


To preserve the whole-step and half-step relationships between the tones of a major scale the 
key signature indicates which notes are sharped ог flatted. 


Ex. The G major scale 
The Е sharp(F#) in the key signature indicates 


that this note із to be played Е sharp(F# ) ai 
yi+——ə— n  a—rFh 


G major scale= G À B C D FG 
Е | 1 ot | I l | 
Scale degrees= 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 


Ех. The F major scale 


Тһе В flat(Bb) in the key signature indicates 
that this note is to be played B flat(Bb) 


В»-----В 


Е major scale= F С А ВС D E F 


Scale degrees= 


Chords 


А chord is defined as two or more notes played at the same time. Їп popular music a chord generally 
has a minimum ої three notes. 


The pitches which make up a chord are called chord- tones:any other pitches are called поп- chord- 
tones. 


Chords can be related to major scales by means ої scale degrees. 
The chord-tone upon which the rest of the chord is built is called the root. 


The chord-tones of any chord can be related to the scale degrees of the major scale having the same 
keynote as the root of the chord. 


Scale degrees= 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. % 
Keynote Octave 
Chord- tones = R. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 
Root 


NOTE:R is used јо differentiate clearly the root of the chord 
from the keynote of the scale when using numbers. 


A major triad consists of the root, third and fifth scale degrees(R. 3. 5.). 


Ex.. C major triad 


C major scale— С D E G A B С 
Scale degrees= 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7 CIN чыл 
Chord-tones= R. 8. 5. 
с Е и” 
с 
Е 
) ———— € 
c Е G 


А minor triad consists of the root, flatted third and fifth scale дедгебз (К. b3. 5.) 


Ex. C minor triad 


C major scale С. D. E. F. G A. B C 
Scale degrees= 1. 2. 3. 4. 5 7. 8. 
Chord-tones= R. b3. 


ы Foul 


i 


Inversions 


А rearrangement oí chord-tones is called an inversion. 
A chord with the root as the lowest note is said to be in root position; 


a chord with the third as the lowest note is said to be in the first inversion; 


a chord with the fifth as the lowest note is said to be in the second inversion, etc. 


However, the term position is often used instead of inversion:the relationship between position and 
iaversion can be confusing and is shown below: 


Ex. C major triad. 
C 


С=5ћ С= Root E == 3rd 
E= 3rd онлайні G= 5th C= Root 
C= Root E= Згд G=5th 
Root Position an а спи Inversion 
Second Position Third "Positi ion 


Since chord-tones can be геаггапред into as many positions as there are chord-tones four-note 
chords wil have four positions, five-note chords will have five positions, etc. 


Specific chord positions can be indicated by using a slash mark (/) after the chord symbol and a 
letter, "В" for root position, or a number for other positions: 


C/R = C major triad, root position; C/2 = C major triad, second position; 
C/3 = C major triad, third position, etc. 


When the composer wishes to specify a particular bass note he may use a slash mark and a letter 
iMicating the desired bass note: 


C/E — C major triad(any position), E bass note; C/G —C major triad, G bass note, etc. 
А specific chord position and a specific bass note can be indicated by using two slash marks, the 
letter or number after the first slash mark indicating the chord position, the letter after the second 


mark indicating the bass note: 


C/2/G = C major triad, second position, G bass note, etc. 
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Since it is difficult for the average-sized hand to play more than four notes at a time only the top 
four notes of ninth(5-note) chords, eleventh(6-note) and thirteenth(7-note) chords will be inverted: 


Ninth Chords 


ШЕШІ eee 


отсе 
ч 


C 
R. 3 5. 57. 9 
Eleventh chords 
С11 

bb 
G 
E 
с 

C E G Bb D F 

R. 


Thirteenth Chords 


C13 
С Е G Bb D F A 


NOTE:ninth, eleventh and thirteenth chords are substitutes for common or dominant seventh сһог45; 
to simplify his playing the student may use the common or dominant seventh chord instead of 
the ninth, eleventh or thirteenth. 


Оп the following pages chords and their construction by means of scale degrees are shown. 


Although the examples given &re for C chords any root can be used. 


The most common chord symbols will also be given. 


For the examples іп C Ше C major scale should be kept in mind: 


MIUI 


C major scale- С D 
| 


Scale degrees= 1. 2. 


пн 
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Major Triad 
Chord-tones=R., 3., 5. 


Chord symbol= С (capital letter only) 


G 
зер ШИ E 
TÀ 
с E с | 


Minor Triad 
Chord-tones=R., 3. 5. 


Chord symbols = Стог C— 


G 

ЕР 

с 
C Eb G 


Augmented Triad 
Chord-tones=R., 3, {5 


Chord symbols =C+5, C+, C(#5) 


св 
К 
С Е са 


Lowered Fifth Triad 
Chord-tones=R., 3., 55. 


Chord symbols = C—5, С(р5) 


c 

E 

c 
C E GP 


Diminished Triad 


Chord-tones= R., b3., b5. 
Chord symbols = Cdim., C" 


с Ер GP 


Major Seventh Chord 
Chord-tones=R., 3. 5, 7. 


Chord symbols=Cmaj.7, CM7. С 


C E G B 


Dominant Seventh Chord 
Chord-tones= R., 3., 5, b7. 


Chord symbol = СТ 


с Е G Bb 


Minor Seventh Chord 


Chord-tones= R., Ь3., 5., Ь7. 
Chord symbol = Cm7 


C Eb Bb 
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| 


омот 
+ 
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Major Sixth Chord 
Chord-tones= R., 3, 5. 6. 
Chord symbol=C6 


С Е СА 


Minor Sixth Chord 


Chord-tones= R., b3., 5., 6. 


Chord symbol- Cm6 


C Eb СА 


Diminished Seventh Chord 
Chord-tones=R., b3., b5. №71. 


Chord symbol=Cdim. 7 


ПИШИ) === 


С Eb Cb Bbb 


osos 


Minor Seventh Lowered Fifth Chord, or Half- Diminished Chord 
Chord-tones- R., b3., v5, V7. 


Chord symbols = Cm7.5, e 


Sj 
c 
C Eb G Bb 


Seventh Augmented Fifth Chord, or Augmented 
Chord-tones=R., 3, 45, №7 


Chord symbols= С7--5, C7aug. 5 


C E СЕ Bb 


Seventh Lowered Fifth Chord 
Chord-tones- R., 3., b5., b7 


Chord symbols = С7-5, C7b5, C7(p5) 


C E Gb Bb 


Seventh Suspended Fourth Chord 
Chord-tones=R. 4, 5. 67 


Chord symbol = С7545. 4 


C F G Bb 


Seventh Chord 


ово 
=" 


ово. 


NOTOW 
- 


Major Seventh Flatted Third, Flatted Fifth Chord 


Chord-tones= R.,b3.,b5., 7. 


Chord symbols= CM7 ÚS Саа}, b3, b5 


с ЕР Gb B 


тов 


16 


Major Seventh Flatted Third, Augmented Fifth Chord 
Chord-tones™R.,b3., #5., 7. 


Chord symbols= CM7 44 Ста). 7,53, #5 


C Eb ct B 


Б 
она 


Major Ninth Chord 
Chord- tones = Қ.,3.,5.,7.,9 


Chord зутһоі- Ста). 9 


| ee 


C E G B D 


озеро 


Ninth Chord 
Chord- tones = R., 3., 5., b7., 9. 


Chord symbol= C9 


| = 


C E C Bb D 


озаве 


Ninth Augmented Fifth Chord 


Chord-tones= R.,3., #5.,67.,9. 


Chord symbols = C9, $5, С9, 4-5. 


ШІ 


C E G Bb D 


ово 
eom 


Ninth Lowered Fifth Chord 


Chord-tones = R., 3., b5..b7.. 9. 


Chord symbols = C9—5, C9, b5. 


D 
B 
G 
Е 
—[ € 


С Е Gb Bb D 


Minor Ninth Chord 
Chord- tones  R., b3., 5. b 7., 9. 


Chord symbol- Cm9 


©, 
EU 
— ==: С 


C Eb G Bb D 


Minor Ninth Augmented Fifth Chord 
Chord-tones= R.,b3., #5., b7., 9. 


Chord symbols = Cm94-5, Cm9 #5 


MI 


C Eb СЕ Rb D 


amA 
Su 


Minor Ninth Lowered Fifth Chord 
Chord- tones == R.,93.. b5.. p 7. 9. 


Chord symbols —Cm9—3 (m9, 5. 


C Eb Gb Bb b 


отове 
w 


Seventh Flatted Ninth Chord 
Chord- tones = R., 3., 5.,b7., b9. 


Chord symbols = С7,Ь9, C7-9 


C E C Bb De 


Eleventh Chord 
Chord-tones=R., 3., 5.,Ь7.,9., 11. 


Chord symbol-Cl1 


C E G Bb D F 


Eleventh Flatted Ninth Chord 
Chord- tones =R., 3., 5.,b7., b9., 11. 


Chord symbols =C11,b9, C11-9 


C E G Bb Db F 


Eleventh Augmented Fifth Chord 


Chord-tones-R.,3., $5.,b7.,9., 11. 


Chord symbols СП, %5,С11, +5. 


C E Gt Bb D F 


omeogom 


омовжет 


фо нене 


Thirteenth Chord 


Chord-tones= R., 3., 5., Р7.,9., 11., 13, 


C 


C 


C 


с 


Chord symbol- C13. 


ulli 


E C Bb D F A 


Thirteenth Flatted Ninth Chord 


Chord- tones = R., 3., 5., 67., V9., 11., 13. 


Chord symbols = СІЗ, v 9, С13-9 


МА 


Е G Bb Db F A 


Seven Six Chord 


Chord-tones = В.,3.,5.,6.,Ь7. 


Chord symbols = СТ, 6, C7/6. 


И 


С А Bb 


Six Nine Chord 


Chord-tones == Ќ., 3., 5., 6., 9. 


Chord symbol = Сб, 9. 


ul 


E C A D 


сторот» 
“ 


ат о > 


о m o > 
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Enharmonic Notation 


The musical alphabet is used to label the white keys only. The black keys derive their names from 
the adjacent white keys. 


The following chart shows how the keys are named: 


СЕБЕ FiGE AM 
Db Eb Gb Ab Bp 


CDEFGABCDEFGABC 
Fb Ef Ch B4 


Notice that a black key can have two names, such as C#-Db. The fact that a key can have more 
than one name is called enharmonic notation, meaning equivalent names for the same pitch. 


Notice that certain white keys can have two names, such as E-Fb. Enharmonic notation is used to 


preserve certain musical relationships, such as the whole-step and half-step relationships between 
the scale degrees of а major scale. 


Ex. Ft Major Scale. 


ЕЕ major зсаје= Ff сі AŠ B Ct pt E$ Ft 


Scale degrees — 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 

Half- step UZ AZAZ AAAA AZ 
Formula for = w w H w w w H 
Major Scales 


Because there must be а half-step between the 7 th and 8th 
scale degrees the white key which is а half-step down from 
Её is now called Еф instead of F natural. 
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Enharmonic notation is quite often used in writing music in order to make it easier to read in certain 
situations. 


In a diminished seventh chord the diminished seventh itself is theoretically written as the double-flatted 


seventh scale degree (№7): however, Ше double-flatted seventh is often difficult to read and Ше 
enharmonic equivalent, the major sixth scale degree, is often used instead: 


Ex. C Diminished Seventh Chord 


Chord-tones= R.,b3.,b5., bb7. 


ШЫ 


C Gb Bbb (theoretical ) 
ог 


Al (Enharmonic) 


theoretical Епһагтопіс 
notation notation 


In this book the correct theoretical notation will be used throughout. 


NOTE: in the above example, if the diminished seventh chord were built оп СР instead ої С, the 
chord-tones would have been Cb, Ebb, СР, Bb (B triple Пак !!):conceivably, EW, Gbb 
ВИ» could be written with their enharmonic equivalents, D , F , and А: 


theoretical Enharmonic 
notation notation 
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The fingers can be numbered with the thumb of each hand counted аз. опе; аве little finger as five: 


The scales оп the following pages should be practised with strict adherence to the fingerings given, 
the thumb passing under the other fingers in ascending while the other fingers pass over the thumb 
descending: N Ка арии 


Fingering Thumb Fingers 
for the under 2 оуег 
Right hand 
Written: Played: 
8va means play an octave higher than written. 8va 
Loco means return to the original octave. 
C C 
lr peg MEN Loco 
а une ELEME 
Е и Ир 
р 


When the notes written in the bass clef climb too high on the staff the treble clef сап be used to 
eliminate the need for leger lines: 


Ем 

ҺА. ессе, Be Wee eee i — L +Ñ n. c 

КЕ —______- јр ОУ ИЗ — a A БАНЫН БЫН ЛЫ БаР НАГОНА РЗА РИСУ: Л Gun нил ни 1—9 

ET ылы аан ы ыы GNERY OD mannan ———— чЧч—— Гр —. YT s 
ты те “ГИ Z= ii п ЗХ, mn] 


In the following pages major scales are presented by means oí keyboard diagrams and annotation 
on the Grand Staff. 


Ex. C Major Scale. 
Key of C Major 


C Major Scale in One Octave: 


Key board 
Diagram 


Scale Tones = C DEF G А B C 
Scale Degrees = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


Annotation: 


Fingering for the Right Hand 


Fingering for the Left Hand 
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In the following pages Ше chords most commonly found in popular music sre presented by means of 
keyboard diagrams. 


Ех. C Majer Triad. 


Annotation: 
Treble Clef Bass Clef 


= 


оно 


E 


“ште Н 
МІ 


Third Position 


өзе ШИ 


NOTE: another keyboard diagram for the fourth position of four-note chords and inversions of the 
top four notes oí five-, six-, and seven-note chords will be given where needed. 


To conserve space fingerings for the chords are not shown. 


A simple rule for fingering the chords is "use whatever fingering is comfortable and convenient? 


25 


Key of C Major 


C Major Scale in One Octave 


Scale Tones =C D E F G А B C 


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


1 


Scale Degrees 


C Major Scale in Two Octaves 


In 


Scale Tones -C DE F G A B C DE F G A B C 


Scale degrees = 1 


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 


N 
со 
=ч 
са 


2ó 


Ст /2 


ШШЩ 


ЕР 


С+5 С-5 Cdim 

ct y IE ab ер Фра 
Epo ES РЕ Gi EE 
C+s/R C-5/R Cdim/R 
С E Gt сю Ф 
Ce Сат /2 


C-5/3 Cdim/3 


їшїп їшї ТЇШ 


d c E Gb с» с Eb 


о 


ШЕШЕП НА aay [um umm | i | = — о -— реми 
селе: БЫ DRED ЗАД пне А косе c] |, OE Seer детета Š 
па == шшш El aren ГТ mam | mam | camen мим ® © рій umama | 
тшер жекке WEL хостойы p: o bp eq Ep очній [enc Еее 
Г] ім; е l L: ES EN — | | Г eja L e| а 
x кенен ИД полис IS ERES ter ы —. i З кон а = |} |в. 
домо | [= p= | paw |o ||, «Во || == |, | то быс = | m e е 
Сата сата: — => See mee > 
Што < | е ~ 5 ка Ë: 
— 910 ғу, ес | mm MHOC еј сој elo Ке 
Ееее (ДІ) кана? ИЙ қолат раат — ҚЫ енд ШЫ er) uc —+ а. - - 
арине Б сле правци А песен -— ИШ I 
mm ==] m] m a IS) E ui Eee Tuin 
T 
Š E Š 
[n фет ua сәтен БӘ сан L ЖИ ратни ШИ пен que зва ЕЦ + 
ec xcu m ро р е. ет Lem | pu] есен 
ишкиш Ж колыны ШИ пао очно кт а ИЕ кенген! ај И кетеді шышы ДЕ] ИШ assasi Пе | 
[e j Г | г у — EG mail НА eem тә! E] ELI E 
адрес ЗВ е ДИ пен UD men еее И rct ринит кві == 
Ке Е [9 а e|: | С L sa l. —A | FE | b Ee 
==. зано синови шшш, oiu. секс УЙ) еу не оне | сва m) ааа 
aoao | _ | | Фр Фор ejo пиши |___•о |___•јо| ___ејо momo p | | Фо of Фо 
еј реј „о | ес pex E pec pe mes à mme à нок |В 
илек ІЙ erly Е —— ®| < ma + |< ани“: | 9 | < 
— ^ и ° | > e o 4 | — еј өс | | о» јо |име» | ра телин | 
на A cvs DS recen en DE сені p ipso eI b нашин 
ишш a |а | Бо ее > | СЕ] es b вме» А —_| 
L—— |o xe j fe F | нанні ж ЕТ Е j l 
z Š l 
q 
š 5 


о 
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Lec 
momo 


= Ss 


С FG E 


из 
чого 


C7sus4 == 


B 


ШШЩ 


С E 


B 


ШШШ 


С Е? 


рен d. [o 
[d р 
-___-_ БЕЙ кесегі а ku 
р РР 
— еј а 
|  eo[ оп ес о 
____ ө] өд са 
М | да 
= b | 
Lm | 
Е 
p] == 
= EE 
| 
| ө =. m. 
o o о 
өлі ој |___еј~ 
e= Real | 
== à (т — 
fre spp 
[xd d pe ER — 
_ | Б 1 ! 
p: cop i p ST | 
L] ||| ә | eee ® 1° 
| | |____9' өк 
= NEUES UNES! 
D | (queo p 
L ө | өс)! ес 
enon ht mobs нею Ја 
[Фе eic [E | 
L бере е 
се уд rat Oe ieee 
Це је КН коет 
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D Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of ЕР Major 


EP Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of Е Major 


E Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of F Major 


F Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of е? Major (identical to С} Major) 


Е! Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of G Major 


G Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of AP Major 


АР Major Scale іп One Octave 
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A Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of В? Major 


Major Scale in One Octave 
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Key of B Major (identical to С>) 


B Major Scale in One Octave 
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Range of the Bass, Chords and Melody 


Here 15 а keyboard diagram showing the ranges used for the bass, chords and 


melodies oí popular songs: 
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АДА АДАД АШ 


HEAR ШЕЛІ Chord Range | 
8va 777777 28уа 7777171 
ИШЧҮ 
——— P u | y НЕННЯ FEH 


H-H-1— РУ | 
Е ЕЕ то аи ил ин ка ии ши ева иш ши иш шш иш а шш иш шш шш гы! LI] PPL БЕН БЕН БЕН БЕН || | 
ЕИ t+ РР == = 1 —————— || || __________ 


= шшш шш иш эш ши иш ши жа шы шш Ө SA A OD 
Middle C 


I——— m 9 72 ни и n 
сг т ши ба а а шаша Св ОВ | eee 
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Here is а chart showing the bass and chords in root position for the С, Dm, F, and С chords 


which will be used in the examples on the following pages: 


C 
Chord Trademark 


А РИ 


Trademark 


Mu Rud 


Trademark 


rm о пи и 


Using Chords To Play Popular Songs 


Many popular songs are written in lead sheet form showing only the chords, melody and lyrics: | 


Amm) 
— з 
i) 2, ______ 


Lyrics————_» When I hold you. 


The simnlest method of interpreting the lead sheet is to play the melody with the right hand and to 
play sustained chords with the left hand. 


The time signature 3 means that there are three counts in each measure. The left hand plays the 
chord at the beginning of each measure and sustains the chord for all three counts: 


The keyboard diagrams shown above each song in this book are to help the student learn the chords 
and to see how they are used. | 


Notice that one chord per measure has been used, each chord being repeated іп succesive measures 
until the chord symbol changes. 


Root position chords are being used because they are easily remembered. 
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Here is the entire song which was presented as an example on the previous page. 


Play this selection with sustained chords. 


C/R Dm/R Е/К G/R 
C E G D F A F A C G B D 
When І Hold You 


x 
NOTE: omit the note D in the G major triad in the left hand when it conflicts with the D 


in the melody in the right hand. 


The 
three 


The 


The 


The 


8? 


The Waltz Rhythm Pattern 


waltz rhythm pattern is found in the time signature of +, this means Ша! there аге 
counts in each measure. 


waltz rhythm pattern is counted. 1. 2. 3. 
“One” “Two” “Three” 


waltz rhythm pattern is played : Bass Chord Chord 
(Abbreviated : В C C ) 


‘Bass” is the root of the chord played an octave lower than the “Chord.” 


ГАС 


C C E G E 


Bass Chord Chord Bass Chord Chord 


Right hand plays the melody while 
Left hand plays the waltz rhythm pattern: 
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Coordination Exercise: Waltz #1. 
Coordination exercises are designed to give the student an opportunity to practice coordinating 
rhythm patterns with simple melodies and chords. 


In this coordination exercise the waltz rhythm pattern is abbreviated and placed below the 
count to help visualize the coordination of the melody and rhythm pattern. 


C/R Dm/R F/R G/R 
C E G DFA F AC G B D 


Rhythm 


The Fox Trot Rhythm Pattern 


The fox trot rhythm pattern is found in the time signature of +, sometimes written С 
(which means common time). This means that there are four counts per measure. 


The fox trot rhythm pattern is counted: 1. 2. 3. 4. 
“One” “Two” “Three” “Four” 
Тһе fox trot rhythm pattern is played : Bass Chord Bass Chord 
(Abbreviated : B C B С ) 


The “Bass” is the root ої the сһога апд 15 played ап octave lower the “Chord” 


C 
Bass Chord Trademark 


C С E G - | 


Left hand alone: 


232 ум) ә jQ ао 
г що 
2 / € i г шт п 
Џ 


E КЕ + ЕЦ 


Bass Chord Bass Chord Bass Chord Bass Chord 


Right hand plays the melody while 
Left hand plays the fox trot rhythm pattern: 
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Coordination Exercise: Fox Trot #1. 


In this exercise the fox trot rhtyhm pattern has been abbreviated and placed below the count in order 
to help visualize the coordination of the melody and the rhythm pattern. 


C/R Dm/R 


F/R GR 
ШШ | ИШ с ШШ 


Е А 


Count:1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
Rhythm Pattern: В C В C B C BC BC BC B C B 


The fox trot rhythm pattern is also used for fast tempos such as polkas and marches. 


The fox trot rhythm pattern is often written in = metre, also written аз. { 


In metre the fox trot rhythm pattern is counted : 1. RE 2. + 


“One” “And » “Two” “And” 
In + metre the fox trot rhythm pattern is played : Bass Chord Bass Chord 
(Abbreviated DB C B с ) 


A 
Chord Trademark 


РЕ ЛАНИ ит 


Left hand alone: 


Count: 1 + 2 + 1 + 2 


Right hand plays the melody while 
the left hand plays the fox trot rhythm pattern: 
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Alternating the Bass. 


Repeating the same bass note creates a certain monotony called the droning effect. 
To avoid the droning effect alternate the bass. 


The following chart shows which chord-tones to use when alternating the bass: 


Chord Fundamental Bass Alternating Bass 
Major Chord Root (R) Fifth (5) 
Minor Chord Root (R) Fifth (5) 
Augmented Chord Root (R) Third (3) 
Lowered Fifth Chord Root (R) Third (3) 
Diminished Chord Root (R) Flatted Third (+3) 


Here are some examples of the alternating bass a for C major Triad: 


У — | до 


ше rom rd Trademark 


Аудио 


Left hand alone: 


С 
Count: 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 


Fox Trot 
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Using Different Chord Positions 


When all of the chords in a song are played in root position the transitions between chords are not smoothe 


because of the necessary hand movement up and down the staff: 


C/R _ Dm/R F/R G/R 
C E G | D F A F ШЕ ев B D 
C/R Dm/R F/R G/R C/R 


Smoother transitions between chords can be made by using different chord positions: 


C/2 Dm/ 2 F/R G/3 
E G C F A D F A C D G B 


C/2 Dm/2 F/R G/3 C/2 
м ww www www um š 
Д— r ——n———.— —yIEK 
лыы ари а > и рит и о] 
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Alternating the Alternating Bass 


Often in the transition between chords a droning effect occurs in the bass even though the bass is 
alternating: 


С/2 G/ 3 
E G с B 
C/2/C C/2/G G/3/G G/3/D 
Count: 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 


Droning Effect 


Notice that the alternating bass for both chords is root and fifth (R and 5). The droning effect 
is created because of the repetition of the G bass notes in the transition between the C and Gchords, 


C/2/G and G/ 3 /G 
AED et ah 


To avoid the droning effect simply alternate the alternating bass notes: 


C/2/R C/ 2/G G/ 3/D G/ 3/G 
Count: 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 


Reversing the order of the alternating bass notes in the G chord now avoids the droning efect: 


C/2/G -G/3/D 
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